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KEEPING OUR

Where we put our focus makes a huge
difference in our lives. Col. 2:1-2 en-
couragesus, “Seek those things which
are above, where Christ is, sitting
at the right hand of the father. Set
your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth.”

We are to set our minds on Christ -
what He has done and who He is in us
and for us. When we look at ourselves
and others, we see lack and insufficien-
cies, but when we look at Him, there is
neither lack nor insufficiency.

He is our righteousness, sanctification
and wisdom. He is our faith, strength
and ability. He is our life, hope and
provider, and He is our hero! A friend
of me once said, “I don’t believe in su-
perstars. There is only one star, and He
lives in each of us.” That’s true! Jesus
is our Star, and since He lives in us we
can all go out and make a difference in
this world.

We are so glad to be able to stay in
touch with you through Global Grace
News. This newsletter goes to leaders
and pastors all over the world. You are
in our hearts, and you are important
to the Lord. He will do miracles and
change people’s lives through you all!

We would also like to especially wel-
come you who are receiving the GGN
newsletter for the first time. Please be
encouraged to have a look at the previ-
ous articles as well — they are all avail-
able at the GGN website.

Mary Felde
Editor
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All religions seek to please a deity. Is it the same
way with Christianity? Must we please God to
achieve His favor? Let’s look at the difference
between religions and the Gospel.

The whole world, mostly without
knowing it, is crying out for grace.
A common picture of God or gods is
that of a deity towering omnipotent,
unapproachable, indifferent towards
human suffering, and in constant
need of appeasement. Such gods
usually exist in a different sphere,
separated from us, preoccupied with
themselves and with limited inter-
est in human affairs, unless there is
something to be gained for the deity
itself.

Pleasing God

In addition to pleasing those around
us, many feel obligated to please the
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almighty. The concept of a displeased
deity is inherent to religion. In fact,
without this it is difficult to see how
religion as we know it can survive.
The Gospel story stands in stark con-
trast to all the gods that the human
mind hasimagined. The God of grace
is not a taker, but a giver; there is no
self-centeredness in Him. The mere
concept of an untouchable deity is
anathema to the Gospel. God, who
so loved that He gave Christ, is de-
termined to bless us with abundant
life; wanting no separation between
the mortal and the divine. In the face
of the Gospel, why are so many still
pre-occupied with trying to please a
supposed displeased God?




“ In the face of the Gospel, why are so many still
pre-occupied with trying to please a supposed displeased God?,’

The answer always entails some
human deficiency, some area
where we feel we did not measure
up to the expectations that were
set before us. The devout Muslim
feels guilty when in the middle
of Ramadan, the fasting month,
hunger gets the best of him and
he grabs some food before the sun
goes down. Allah is displeased.

The Buddhist feels guilty for not
meditating, or being available
when the monks came by for the
weekly collection. The Hindu wor-
ries about the displeasure of the
gods when temple worship and
prescribed prayers are neglect-
ed. Will he incur the wrath of the
gods?

The Christian is haunted by fail-
ure, wondering if God is not an-
swering prayer because of that
secret sin. Oh, he tried to repent,
and even received prayer from a
well-known pastor. Still, the temp-
tation is there. Surely God can’t be
pleased.

There are numerous ways to seek
relief - pretension for one. Just act

like everything is OK. If others
think we are good, then that makes
it so, while if those around us dis-
approve, we too feel guilty. Best
to put on a good face, and talk the
Christian jargon - Praise the Lord,
Hallelujah, and everything is OK.
Yet, another guilt relief is constant
religious activity in search for a
remedy - confess sins and repent
daily or preferably several times
per day. Search your heart continu-
ally for some hidden transgression,
then try to root it out, and promise
to never touch it again.

Everything I have described so far
can be put under one headline —
LAW.

the business model of religion into
a thousand pieces. By one sacrifice,
once for all, He did away with the
displeasure of God, putting away
sins by the sacrifice of Himself.

Religion literally means “to bind
up” and it binds you in a system
of pretence and condemnation
towards your self and the world
around you. For those who are
weaker in their emotions, this leads
to a life of self-loathing and never
feeling good enough. The thoughts
that plague the mind are: “if only
I could...,” “I should have...;” “I
need to try harder to....” Mean-
while those with a stronger psyche,
while knowing their own inconsis-

“ In fact, the business model of religion
rests on these two concepts:
a displeased deity and a guilty conscience. ,,

Thirty-six and a half of the books
of the Old Testament are written
from the time period of the Law.
The only exceptions are Job, Gen-
esis, and half of Exodus. Why does
the Bible give so much attention
to law and legalism? Could it be,
because all are tempted to rely on
self-effort and performance-based
legalistic religion rather than
grace? Legalistic religion is not
unique to the Jews; it is the essence
of any religion.

The Business Model of
Religion
In fact, the business model of reli-
gion rests on these two concepts: a
displeased deity and a guilty con-
science. Any rabbi, pastor, mullah,
priest or monk worth his salt must
know how to reinforce the idea of
a displeased deity and fuel the an-
guish of a guilty conscience. That's
how people stay hooked on reli-
gion. Of course, Jesus has blown

tencies and failures, still see them-
selves as stronger than others. No
matter what failure they see in
their own souls, they take courage
in the fact that they are not as sin-
ful as others. The logic may sound
like this: “I'm not what I should be,
but thank God I'm not like...” or
“No one is trying as hard as me; no
one is as committed.”

Religion sooner or later leads to
blaming God: “I just can’t under-
stand why God doesn’t answer
my prayers. I've done everything
I know to do: repent, fast, go to
church. I just don’t understand.”

The purpose of the law is to make
us thirsty for something better.

“ Religion

sooner or later
leads to blaming God



Only when we come to the end of“Your holiness, righteousness, and new life are
entirely dependent on Christ living through you,,

our own ability, exhausted, frus-
trated and worn out by our inad-
equacies, are we suddenly ready to
receive grace.

Here is an invitation to the
world: All who are worn out by
your own inadequacy - Hindus,
Muslims, Buddhists and Chris-
tians of all kinds - there is a better
way. God, the Creator, has given
undeserved, unmerited, unearned
favor to you. That's right - you get
something from God for nothing;
it's totally free. Why? Because Je-
sus has already paid for it. No fur-
ther payment is needed.

“ Salvation is not that
we give our life to Christ

Who is giving to
whom?

Those, who receive this gift of
grace, notice a dramatic change
called salvation. Salvation is not
that we give our life to Christ. No,
it’s much greater—it is Christ giving
His life to us. It's amazing how we
have made even salvation legalis-
tic: “I prayed the sinner’s prayer,”
“I gave me life to Christ,” etc. God
doesn’t want your life, and what
could He possibly do with it? No,
the miracle is that Christ’s life
comes into you, and now He lives
in you. Your holiness, righteous-
ness, and new life are entirely de-
pendent on Christ living through
you. Look at these scriptures:
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“But of Him you are in Christ Je-
sus, who became for us wisdom
from God—and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption” (1
Cor. 1:30).

“For you died, and your life is hid-
den with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3).

“I have been crucified with Christ;
itisno longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me; and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by faith
in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave Himself for me” (Gal
2:20).

Christ Living in You
Christ is now our life. Yes, we are
still in our flesh, but hidden in Him,
favored by Him, and energized by
His faith in us.

How did this happen?
By grace.

Undeserved: Simply put, you
don’'t deserve God’s goodness,
and could never deserve it. The
only way to receive it is as a gift of
grace from God.

Unmerited: There is nothing in
us that merits or obligates God to
bless us. What seems like merits
to us - our hard work, good inten-
tions, dedication - are not merits at
all.

Unearned: You have heard it said,
“Nothing is for free.” There is a lot
of truth to that statement, except
when it comes to God, because
with God everything is free, since
Jesus’” all-inclusive sacrifice has al-
ready paid for it.

This is the word of reconciliation.
Once you believe it, you can never
be the same. Look how it affected
Paul:

“But none of these things move
me; nor do I count my life dear to
myself, so thatI may finish my race
with joy, and the ministry which I
received from the Lord Jesus,

to testify to the gospel of the grace
of God” (Acts 20:24).

Peter Youngren
Senior Pastor of

Celebration Church, Canada
Founder of

Celebration Ministries
Member of

GGN Board of Directors

www.peteryoungren.org -
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We hereby present two short
teaching articles by Steve McVey,
both focusing on holding on to the

Gospel and not religion. s s vovey

Losing Hour Religion

I lost my religion years ago and
I'm doing so much better now. I'm
not exaggerating to make a point.
I really mean it. Sometimes people
will say to me, “What do you mean
when you say you lost your reli-
gion?” The answer is simple.

Understanding the true meaning
of the word “religion” will help
clarify my statement. The English
word is taken from the Latin word
relgio, originally meaning “obliga-
tion” or “bond.” It was probably
derived from the verb religare,
which means to “tie tight.” (Taken
from The Dictionary of Word Ori-
gins, by John Ayto.)

The origin of the word “religion”
explains its problem. Religion ties
people up tight, obligating them
to a particular set of standards and
behavior. In time the word became
associated with the obligation men
had toward ancient gods.

In modern terminology, the word
denotes the idea of performing
certain actions with the goal in
mind of gaining divine favor. Re-
ligion is a greenhouse for legalism
because it focuses on duty and per-
formance. It puts the duty on man
to reach God by his actions. It puts
a bond on people, consequently
leaving them in bondage.

Authentic Christianity is different
from religion in many ways. A re-
cent comment made about boxing

Religion is a greenhouse for
legalism because it focuses
on duty and performance

illustrates what I mean. Somebody
said, “To me, boxing is like a ballet,
except there’s no music, no chore-
ography and the dancers hit each
other.” His comparison between
boxing and ballet illustrates the
union that exists between authen-
tic Christianity and legalistic reli-
gion. There is none.

%%OLM

Authentic Christianity is grounded
in the Gospel. The word “gospel”
means “good news.” What is the
good news? It’s that we don’t have
to try to reach God by our actions
anymore, but that it is God’s ac-
tions that unite us to Him. It’s the
good news that God has reached
down to us in the person of Jesus
Christ. It's the good news that the
cross and empty tomb were suffi-
cient to cause God to tear up the
score card on your life and to call
the game over - with you as a win-
ner.

All we need is to trust in the fin-
ished work of Christ. That's it

— nothing else. The disciples once
asked Jesus, “What should we do



Religion will obligate you to work for
God, but Jesus will liberate
because of love

that we might work the works
of God?” The answer Jesus gave
sounds strange to religious ears.
He said, “This is the work of God
— that you believe on Him who He
has sent” (John 6:28-29). Believe —
that’s it.

Some might ask, “Aren’t we to do
certain things?” The answer is that
we will do certain things, not be-
cause we’re trying to score points
with God, but because it's a part
of our spiritual DNA to produce
godly works. Others may mistak-
enly think that we are behaving
religiously, but we aren’t. We are

simply acting like who we are —
containers and conduits of divine
life.

fﬁo you need lo lose

yorr relvaion?
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Religion will tie you down. Jesus
Christ will set you free. Religion
will obligate you to work for God,
but Jesus will liberate you to serve
because of love. Religion will leave
you exhausted. Jesus will invigo-
rate your spirit with divine life
continuously.

Yes, I lost my religion. As a result,

you to serve

I've come to know Jesus intimately.
I wouldn’t trade that knowledge
for all the religion in the world. I
still do many things that probably
look religious to others, but that’s
not the case. I'm just enjoying Je-
sus and doing what I want (which
happens to coincide with what He
wants).

Do you need to lose your religion?
You'll find yourself much better off
when you find your life in Christ.
Go ahead, do it. Say good-bye to
the bondage of being tied up by
religious duty and fall into the
arms of Jesus Christ. You won’t be
sorry.
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I recently heard a sermon online
aboutlamenting the fact that Chris-
tians don’t love God the way we
ought to love Him. “How do you
expect to be used by God if you
don’t even fully love Him?” the
passionate preacher proclaimed.
His message reminded me of the
many sermons just like it that I
used to preach, but it reminded
me even more of the many years I
struggled to love the Lord the way
I felt I should.
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It's a sincere endeavor to love the
Lord, but so often is misguided.
A lawyer once came to Jesus and
asked Him, “Teacher, which is
the greatest commandment in the
law?” Notice what the man was
asking about here. He was asking

about the Law. Jesus answered his
question, saying, “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with
all your mind. This is the great-
est and foremost commandment.”
In response to the man’s question
about the greatest law, Jesus an-
swered that it is to love God.

This verse has been abused many
times by well meaning Christians
because they fail to understand its
context. It’s important to note that
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So if you focus on how much you should
love God, that law will condemn you and
cause you to be filled with a sense of guilt

the man was asking Jesus about
the Law. As odd as it might seem,
when we believe our greatest need
is to try to love God more, we set
ourselves up for failure. That’s be-
cause of what the Law does to a
person.

The Bible says that the Law stirs up
sinful passions (See Romans 7:4).
It stimulates rebellion against the
very thing it demands. So if you
focus on how much you should
love God, that law will condemn
you and cause you to be filled with
a sense of guilt. It isn’t possible
to love Him like we want to un-
til we understand how much He
loves us. Then, and only then, will
we find love for God swelling up
within our hearts.

Haven’t you found this to be true
in your own life? When you've
focused on loving Him more, did
you feel like you were succeeding?
Or did you find yourself literally
praying for help to love Him more?
“Lord, help me to love you more”
was evidence that you knew you
were falling short in that area.
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The Bible says, “We love, because
He first loved us.” Do you want
to love God more? The key, then,
is to focus on how much He loves
you, not on how much you love
Him at any given moment in life.
The most important thing in your
life isn’t to struggle to love God
more. By what power can you do
that? Haven't we all struggled in
that area? The secret is to begin to
focus on how much your heavenly
Father loves you.

As you grow in your understand-
ing of the great love that He has for
you, you'll find that what happens
is the love within you will be awak-
ened and motivated. In response
to His love, it will grow and flour-
ish and you'll find yourself loving
Him more and more and, for that
matter, even loving everybody else
around you more and more too.

A legalistic view on the love rela-
tionship we have with our Father

focus on how much He loves you,

not on how much you love Hin
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shifts the focus away from His
goodness and grace and puts the
responsibility on us. Grace reminds
us that He is the initiator and we
are the responders. The Bible says
that God loves us; it’s all about His
love for us, and when we focus
on that, instead of on our love for
Him, we will discover that know-
ing the love of God for us becomes
the catalyst for experiencing and
enjoying His love in a deeper way
than we have ever known. We will
find that our own love for Him
grows by leaps and bounds.

DR. STEVE MCVEY
Florida, US

President of

Grace Walk Ministries
www.gracewalk.org
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